
 
 
 

 
 
April 3, 2007 
 
 
 
Mr. André Beauchamp 
Commission Chair 
Office de consultation publique de Montréal 
Cours Mont-Royal 
1550 Metcalfe Street, Suite 1414 
Montreal, Quebec  H3A 1X6 
 

 
Subject:   Opinion of the Board of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal with respect to 

the public consultation on the plan to create a Université de Montréal 
campus on the Outremont switching yard site 

 
Dear Sir: 
 
The Board of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal has learned of the Université de Montréal’s 
development plans for the Outremont switching yard site, and we are pleased to share with 
you our views regarding this initiative of importance to Montreal and in which the Board of 
Trade is particularly interested. 
 
The Board of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal has some 7,000 members from the Greater 
Montreal business community.  Its mission is to analyze economic issues and then take or 
support the appropriate actions in the field. In addition, it supports the growth of its members’ 
businesses through a complete range of services and proposes ideas promoting the full 
development of the metropolis, the 110,000 enterprises located here, and the 1.8 million 
workers who make Montreal the economic engine of Quebec. 
 
The Board of Trade is pleased to participate in the consultation of the Office de consultation 
publique de Montréal (OCPM) and wishes to acknowledge the importance of this exercise, 
which aims to allow the Université de Montréal to grow under the best possible conditions. 
 
In the current economic context of globalization, competition between economic jurisdictions is 
increasingly played out between major urban centres, which are now considered the real 
engines of wealth creation and innovation.  It is thus vital for cities to create an environment 
that will attract both talent and investments. 
 
The project proposed by the Université de Montréal is part of the Imagining-Building Montréal 
2025 plan, which the Montreal community must support to contribute to the success of the 
metropolis.  The Board of Trade believes that this plan to develop the Outremont switching 
yard will be highly strategic.  On the one hand, it will provide the university community with 
expanded state-of-the-art facilities for its teaching and research activities.  On the other, it will 
promote the urban requalification of an entire sector in the heart of the metropolis.  It is on 
this second aspect of the plan, which we believe will contribute greatly to the development of 
the metropolis, that we wish to focus here. 
 

…2 
 



 2
 
 
 
1. Improving the urban fabric 
 
The sector in which the Université de Montréal proposes to build a new campus is in the heart 
of the metropolis near major transportation axes (the Metropolitan highway and the Park, Van 
Horne, and St. Laurent commercial arteries), public transit infrastructures (the blue metro line, 
and the Montreal-Blainville commuter rail line), and lanes reserved for public transit (Park 
Avenue). 
 
Lands once used for railway switching yards can be used in more productive ways today, since 
this type of activity can be better carried out on the outskirts of urban centres at less cost and, 
in particular, causing fewer noise disturbances to neighbouring residential areas. 
 
The urban requalification of this site is therefore consistent with sustainable urban development 
and land development.  In fact, the proposed real estate development will not only increase the 
value of these lands but will also help strengthen ties with the surrounding area and 
neighbouring communities. Developing land and creating ties with existing neighbourhoods 
bordering the railroad track are nevertheless significant challenges to which the Board of Trade 
believes special attention should be paid. 
 
In planning this project, the promoters appear to have paid particular attention to the 
construction of the buildings on the proposed campus.  Indeed, the Board of Trade 
congratulates them on their deliberate choice of avant-garde technologies, construction 
methods, and facilities that will minimize the ecological footprint and environmental impact of 
the infrastructures. 
 
Finally, this project presents an excellent opportunity not only to launch the process of 
reclaiming the site by residents but also to create a high-quality environment able to attract 
talent such as professors, researchers, and students as well as private investments. 
 
2. Meeting the conditions for success 
 
The Board of Trade believes that in planning development projects, the identification of values 
to serve as guidelines ensures coherence in the planning and implementing of the work.  It 
therefore welcomes the fact that the Université de Montréal has identified ten basic principles 
in response to the preferences expressed by the residents and players affected by this project.  
The Board of Trade notes three that are particularly commendable: “an exemplary urban 
project,” “a high-quality built environment,” and a “contribution to the economic development 
of the sector.” 
 
The Board of Trade also believes that particular attention should be paid throughout the project 
to the management of budgets and schedules and frequent announcements should be made 
regarding its progress. 
 
While not exhaustive, these factors should help earn the support of the many stakeholders in 
this project.  The Board of Trade also sees this approach as an effective way to promote the 
participation of the residents in the revival of the neighbourhood and the requalification of the 
urban fabric. 
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The numerous steps in the consultation of stakeholders and residents by the Université de 
Montréal so far have not only helped to improve the project but have made it possible to make 
informed and responsible choices regarding its design and implementation.  For the Board of 
Trade, taking these steps in the initial stages of the project will likely be instrumental in 
ensuring its success. 
 
In conclusion, and considering the contribution of this project to improving Montreal’s urban 
fabric as well as its overall position as a leading knowledge and research city, the Board of 
Trade supports the project presented by the Université de Montréal insofar as it will be carried 
out with respect for the principles and conditions for success identified by the university. 
 
With highest regards, 
 
 

 
Isabelle Hudon 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 
 

 


