
 

June 29, 2004  
 
 
The Right Honourable Paul Martin 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Office of the Prime Minister 
80 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A 0A2 
 
 
Subject:  Congratulations and an invitation to address the Board of Trade of 

Metropolitan Montreal 
 
 
Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 
 
On behalf of the some 7,000 members of the Board of Trade of Metropolitan Montreal and myself, I 
would like to congratulate you on your re-election as MP for Lasalle-Émard and Prime Minister of 
Canada and to extend our best wishes for successfully meeting this important challenge. 
 
As you know, the principal mission of the Board of Trade is the promotion and development of the 
country’s second largest economic centre – metropolitan Montreal.  The Board of Trade therefore 
wishes to take this opportunity to stress to you its hope that the Canadian government will take 
decisive action in two areas of particular importance to Montreal’s economic health: the financing of 
urban centres and support for innovation, productivity, and competitiveness. 
 
With regard to the development of Canada’s major urban centres, the various commitments you 
made in the months preceding the election generated many hopes, but also great expectations.  The 
Board of Trade thus hopes your new government will be able to fulfil its commitment to treating 
cities as true partners and give them the means befitting that status.  We will also be paying close 
attention to the promised transfer of new revenue sources to cities, allowing them to benefit from 
the economic growth they generate. 
 
As a member of the External Advisory Committee on Cities and Communities, I am, of course, still 
deeply interested in these important issues.  I therefore sincerely hope that my fellow committee 
members and I will have the opportunity to conclude our valuable discussions concerning the vitality 
and prosperity of Canadian cities. 
 
Innovation, productivity, and the competitiveness of the economy of the country and its enterprises 
are of vital concern to our collective prosperity.  In this regard, we believe the government has a 
strategic role to play to support and facilitate the progress of businesses, both large and small, 
toward new innovations, more productivity gains, and greater competitiveness on the world stage. 
 



 

In its next pre-budget submission, in accordance with its commitment to acting in a constructive, 
contributing manner, the Board of Trade will send you its proposals for ways to make a concrete, 
direct contribution to the competitiveness of companies in Greater Montreal and Canada. 
 
In conclusion, Mr. Prime Minister, the Board of Trade would like to invite you to address its forum, at 
a date convenient to you, so that you may share with the Greater Montreal business community the 
challenges awaiting you in this new mandate and the actions the government plans to take to meet 
them. 
 
Once again, please accept our sincerest congratulations on your re-election. 
 
 
With highest regards, 
 

 
Benoit Labonté 
President and CEO  
 
 
 
 


